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logarithms, the author's own extension of this definition to com- 
plex quantities, and a very complete graphical representation of 
the analogy between circular and hyperbolic functions. We think 
it safe to say that both the teacher and the student of mathe- 
matics will find the book eminently pleasing and stimulating. 

Paul Saurel 
Cornell University 

Economic Geology of the Unitea States. By Professor Ralph S. 
Tarr of the Cornell University. New York: Macmillan & Co. 

This volume as noted in the preface was prepared as "a text- 
book to accompany a series of lectures given by the author to a 
class in economic geology at Cornell university." The geological 
aspects of the subject are emphasized and the author says frankly 
that the work is in many parts a compilation, though by brief 
abstract, rather than by quotation. Part I, filling 115 pages, con- 
sists of introductory chapters treating of the common minerals, 
the rocks of the earth's crust, the outline geography and geology 
of the United States, and the origin of ore deposits. 

These chapters contain some restatements of geological prin- 
ciples, which, though necessarily brief, are excellent; as on page 
28, the discrimination of terms applied to the sedimentary rocks, 
and the discussion of the geological time-scale beginning on page 
43. The same may be said of the summarized geological history 
of the United States, pages 65-71. 

Part II deals with the metalliferous deposits. Under each head, 
the classes of ore, their origin, mode of occurrence, uses, dis- 
tribution, and productions are lucidly treated. Part III takes up 
the non-metallic mineral products, as coal, petroleum, natural gas, 
asphaltum; building stones and cements; soils, clays, and fertiliz- 
ers; precious stones and abrasive materials. The appendix gives a 
short account of the literature of economic geology. Professor 
Tarr's book is the third in this special field, for which Cornell may 
receive credit: Professor S. G. Williams's smaller work, having 
been followed recently by Professor Kemp's "Ore Deposits," the 
materials for which were largely gathered at Cornell as well as at 
Columbia. 

Albert P. Brigham 

Colgate University 

The English Religious Drama. By Katherine Lee Bates, Welles- 
ley College. New York : Macmillan & Co. 

It is with pleasure that we commend the book whose title we 
have given above. It is one that may well serve as a bright and 
winning introduction to the earliest English drama. A subject, 
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which has been thought to belong only to the philologist, is here 
treated in such a way as to emphasize its living value not only in 
relation to the origin of the drama itself, but also to life and 
thought of the English people of the middle ages. 

The volume is made up of lectures first delivered at the Summer 
school at Colorado Springs, and later embodied in chapters on 
Latin Passion Plays, Miracle Plays (three chapters), and Moral- 
ities. These are followed by an appendix, containing valuable 
reference material. No one can read the chapters on the Miracle 
Plays, especially, without perceiving that there was the germ of 
dramatic genius in the English people, long before Shakespeare 
and his great contemporaries; that the flowering of the drama in 
the Elizabethan age was in some true sense due to the seed sown 
broadcast in England through the preceding centuries. For this 
reason especially the book is to be recommended to those who 
usually begin their study of the drama with Shakespeare, and. 
regard his genius as a spontaneous outburst of dramatic power. 

Oliver Farrar Emerson. 

Cornell University 



NOTES 

The Magazine of Poetry (Buffalo: Charles Wells Moulton.) 
devotes the January number to the Poetry of Buffalo. The mechan- 
ical execution of the magazine is admirable and the contents, 
while this number is of particular interest to residents of Buffalo, 
contain a great deal of poetry of high value. 

Ginn & Co. announce for April Selections from the Poetry and 
Prose of Thomas Gray, edited with introduction and notes by Wm. 
Lyon Phelps, A. M. (Harvard), Ph. D. (Yale), instructor in 
English literature at Yale college. This volume of Gray will', 
be especially useful in schools and colleges. 

Mr. Caleb S. Bragg, managing director of the American Book 
Company at New York, while on his way from that city to his old 
home in Cincinnati, on March 7, died in the train before reach- 
ing Pittsburg. In the death of Mr. Bragg, the American Book. 
Company sustains an irreparable loss and the school book pub- 
lishers of the country lose one of their best known, oldest, and 
most respected members. 

White's Manual for Fourth Year (American Book Co. , 50 cents) 
is a very attractive little book. It forms part of White's New- 
Course in Art Instruction. The book is artistically made, and, 
we should say sensibly, too. The divisions treated are Geo- 
metric Drawing, Decorative Drawing, Pictorial Drawing, Ap- 



